Facilitating Continuity of Care for United States (U.S.) Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
Detainees with Confirmed or Suspected Active Tuberculosis
Process #1: Short–term Medical Holds in Facilities without on-site
ICE Health Care Unit Staff
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Local/State Health Department staff interview patient:


Educate re: need for adherence and completion of therapy (COT)


Inform patient re: international referral process & obtain patient’s signed consent if referring to TBNet


Elicit locating information in the US and destination country


Inform international referral program of locating information


Work with ICE and detention facility staff to determine when patient is ready for release:


non-infectious, and


arrangements for continuity of care have been made


address has been verified 


patient interviewed (CureTB)





Local/State Health Dept staff:


Obtain A# for communications with ICE


Report case to ICE Epidemiology Unit: 


Nurse Epidemiologist 


or Senior Epidemiologist 


(202) 732-0071 - phone 


(202) 732-0070 - phone


(866) 573-8531 - fax


Jennifer.Jones1@dhs.gov


� HYPERLINK "mailto:diana.schneider@dhs.gov" ��diana.schneider@dhs.gov�


Make referral to appropriate international referral agency (Mexico-bound patients/except TX  & NM→ CureTB


Other-than Mexico, TX, NM/Mexico →TBNet)








PATIENT INTERVIEW & CONTINUITY OF CARE ACTIVITIES





Patient released from custody and sent to destination country via land or air





International referral program:  


Monitor patient until COT in destination country


If patient believed to return to the US prior to COT, notify local/state health dept in US


Notify local/state health dept of final treatment outcome








If patient’s destination country = Mexico: 


CureTB staff: 


Interview patient


Elicit & verify locating information in the US and destination country


Provide information re: clinical services in destination location





REQUESTING A MEDICAL HOLD





ICE Field Office Director or designee:


 Review medical hold request and notify ICE epidemiology unit of review decision





ICE Epidemiology Program: notify LHD of results of medical hold request








Outcome “A”: Medical hold is approved: patient to be held in custody until ready for release.  For medical hold to be released patient must be non-infectious and arrangements for continuity of care have been made





Outcome “B”: Medical hold is not approved: ICE Field Office Director or designee to provide reason for denial 





Patient may be deported before arrangements for continuity of care can be made





If patient’s destination country = other than Mexico: 








LHD or local detention facility medical staff:  provide clinic information to patient








TBNet staff:


Identify referral clinic


Provide local detention facility medical staff w/ information re: clinic in destination country


Verify address








ICE Epidemiology Program, (w/ assistance from State/Local TB program(s), International referral program, CDC Quarantine Station, Border Health Projects): arrange “meet and greet” with TB program officials in destination country





ICE Epidemiology Program: request medical hold





Medical staff of detention facility or local hospital staff:


Identify case of confirmed or suspected TB in ICE detainee


Report case to local health department (LHD)


Identify as ICE detainee


Provide Alien # (A#)





ICE Epidemiology Program: complete “TB Release Medical Hold” form and send to ICE when patient ready for release











For additional information: please contact Diana Schneider, DrPH (202) 732-0070 or the Jennifer Jones (202) 732-0071, ICE Epidemiology Program

