Facilitating Continuity of Care for United States (U.S.) Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 

Detainees with Confirmed or Suspected Active Tuberculosis

Process #3: Stay of Removal Requests
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Criteria for requesting a stay of removal


Multidrug-resistant (MDR) TB & destination country lacks MDR treatment capability, or


Severe mental health conditions, or


History of repeated returns to U.S. after previous deportation and documented poor adherence to TB treatment, or


Destination country lacks adequate public health infrastructure to provide adequate TB treatment (i.e., DOTS)





International referral program:  


Monitor patient until COT in destination country


If patient believed to return to the US prior to COT, notify local/state health dept in US 








ICE staff (w/ assistance from State/Local TB program(s), International referral program , CDC Quarantine Station, Border Health Projects): arrange “meet and greet” with TB program officials in destination country








CureTB/TBNet staff:


Verify patient locating information


Interview patient (CureTB)


Make referral to provider in country of nationality





Local/state health department staff:


Provide oversight of case until COT


At COT:


Ensure chest x-ray is performed


Ensure sputum is collected for AFB smear & culture


Notify state/local health dept that treatment is complete





Detention facility medical staff


Promptly inform local/state health dept staff of changes or breaks in treatment, transfers (including hospitalizations), release, or removal





Local/state health department staff:


Facilitate referral to international referral program


(Mexico-bound patients/except NM,TX →CureTB


 Mexico-bound patients/ NM,TX → TBNet


 Other-than Mexico → TBNet)








Option 2


Patient will be released from ICE custody


Local/state health department staff:


Identify appropriate placement location


Identify funding sources for payment for housing and treatment as indicated


Utilize legal authorities as appropriate





Option 1


Patient will remain in ICE custody until completion of therapy (COT)





Stay of removal is denied or patient is removed before completion of treatment





Stay of removal is granted


ICE FOD determines if patient will remain in ICE custody or be released, and release type





ICE Epidemiology Program Staff:


Forward letter to appropriate ICE FOD


Notify state/local health department staff of FOD’s decision to approve or deny request for stay of removal





Local or State Health Department Staff: 


Develop letter requesting stay of removal addressed to appropriate ICE Field Office Director (FOD) for the region


Include identifying information and Alien # (A#)


Fax or e-mail letter to ICE Epidemiology Program





Local or State Health Department Staff: 


Notify the following of a need to request a stay of removal:


State health department (if local health department is making request)


ICE Health Care Unit/local Health Services Administrator, if patient is in facility with ICE staff


ICE Epidemiology Program:


Senior Epidemiologist or the Nurse Epidemiologist


(202) 732-0070 or (202) 732-0071 – phone


(866) 573-8531 – fax


If appropriate, discuss with county or state counsel











For additional information: please contact Diana Schneider, DrPH (202) 732-0070 Jennifer Jones (202) 732-0071, ICE Epidemiology Program

